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The following i3 a translation from Slovak of a eircular sent by the Press

Division of ‘he Slovak Cormissariat of Information to all chief editors in

Slovakia, rrohibiting the publication of information "jeopardizin~ the na-

tional defense, internsl sscuritr and publie order, and international rela-
tions of the Czechoglovalk Rerublie, '

TRANSLATION

The ‘finis’'ry of the Interior hag gent us new remoranda pertainine to the b~
lica ion of prohibited news items, The Vinistry addresses special directives
to the press. The memoranda will Ye rade rublic following the enactment of
the new Act Concorning the Safety of the Remublie.

The Preas Division of the Cormissariat of Information wheleheartedly recom-
~ends to “'essra. the ehief elitors that they study the directives herein con~
tained., It ie in the interest of every editoriel staff to avoeid any diffi-
culties vwich richt arise as a resnlt of their failure to abide by these di-
reetives. We are asking the chief editors to instmet all merbers of their
staffs in an aprropriate ranner in order that “here may be a-puarantee that
t e directives appearing below will accequire a rer-anent character of a con=
fidential nature. ’

In sore publiecations ~ and especially in the vrovineial ones - there arpear,
from ti~e to time, news iters about —atters which, from the standroint of na~
tional defsnge, ouvht to remain secret because by their rublication irportant
interests of tha Republic and rublie sacurlty are jeopardized. :

As a rule, news iters of this sort are mblished without any malevolent intert,
such as, for example, the Two-Year and the Five-Year Plan propaganda ltens, or
articles rraising the svecesses of our vrodiuctive efforts on the Over-Flan, or
thogs praisine "Stakhanovite! efficiency. Even thor~h, ag Wasg already besn
rentioned, writers of g:ch articles, as a rle, are not rrorpted by ralsvolencs,
such articles and news ites may be very harnful, as ther furnish the enemy -rith
valuable intellinence material (for exarmple, precise data about the inntallations
and the productive capacity of some irmartant arranente-produeine establishrents,
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or transportation facilities, railrcad stations, airfields ete.). Othor newas
items may, again, seriously harm important interssts of the domestic awd. foreimgn

nolicy of our Reyublic and our alliea.

Since it is assuned that the vreviously issued directives pertaining to the pub-
lication of prohibited information are not well known or accessible to all organs
of the pressmarvice, the Ministry of the Interior considera it appropriate to

eall your attention to the following:

A. Information, the P
Dafensot

According to para. 23 of the Act Concernine the Safety of the Republie, the pub-
lication in print of information about the strength, military officiesncy, or
movement of troopa or other defensive military establishments of the Republic or
its allles, when the publication of such information has been officially pro-
hibited and is detrimental to the interests of the State, or the ypublication in
print of information about excertional measures taken in the interest of rmain-

, ‘tenance or re-establislment of peace and ordey; vhen the publication of aich in-
formation has becn officially prohibited, consititutes a breach of the law. The
same infraction of the law is cormitted by anyone who transmits to an unauthorized
porson or publishes in print information about rilitary treason, or sbout official
investigation of or legrl proeseaings cosnecved with military sreasoa, prior
to the publieation or approval of publication of such information by the Ministry
of Rational Defense or Yy competent military Headquarters. :

In this caterory of information,the publication of which, accordins to para. 39
of the Act Concerning the National Defense, No. 131/1936, Codex, ia subject to

penalty, belongm also information about indusbtrial establishmonta Imprortant for
the defense of the Republie and about comminication facilities (radic stations,
postal facilities, telesraph, railroads, ete.) insofar as they are servine the

intereat of natlonal defense.

According to subsequent executive orders (ef. the elrcular of the Mirdstry of
the Interior, dated 9 Decembsr 1937, published in No, 287 of the Official Record
[Uredni 1ist/ of 12 December 1937 and the explanatory notes rertaining to this

« cireular contained in the decree of the Presidium of the Ministry of tha Interior,
dated 9 December 1937, No. 4023, distrituted amons all the then provincial bureaus
and offices) it is particularly prohibited to publish in print tho fcllowing in-
formation about the following: -

1. The strength, organization, extent of training and proparations of the Czecho-
slovak Armed Forces and their individusl componsnts; the remults of nilitary
conseription; the movements of troops and material; personnel changes within
the Armed Forces prior to their official publication; fortifieations and other
defensive establishments and preparations against enery atiacks

‘2. The changes or planned changes in the organizational siructure of the -Arny or
- 1ts armarents; Army exerciees (mansuvers) in which tests of orsarization and
armaments are conductsdy any preparations- for such changes (for example, the
trips of Army officera abroad for the purpose of study);

3" The loeation and capacity of military dumps and warehouges, military training
fields and earps, airfields and othor establishments of the nilitary ‘adrinig-
tration as wll as rore. detailed date about electric powor plants and aimilar
objectives uhose opsration or products are inmortant from the’ standpoint of
national defense; 1t 1is obvioua that not even tha names of such aestablishments
may be published; ' '

* 4+ Existing or projected armaments = ospecially if their description and the re-
sults of tests are included - and the deliveries of rateriel and raw materials
to cur Amed Farces, to a friendly or other State, i.e., it is not permitted

%o write about our deliveriss of such rateriel and materials to foreimm countries;
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5. The postal facilities, telograph, tolephone, and, particularly, the instal~
lations of radio sending and recoiviac stations ingofar as such information
discloses the detalls of the measures and installations important for the
defense of the State or facilitates enemy preyarations for the destruection
or crippling (by sudden raids, ssbotage, or aerial bombardment) of central
commmications stations, transformer stations, long distance lines, and simi-
lar installations; photographs, especially photographs of the exterior of
such installations, may not be published without the approval of the Ministry
of National Defense;

6. The installations and equipment of Important railroad linss or stationa,
freisht transshimment stationa, railroad 1ine centers and other important
railroad establiskmonte; for example, no data about the maximum capacity of
railroad lines, freicht tranashipment capaeity of i-portant stations and
their technical installations - such as the number and arrangsrent of rail-
road tracks ete. - may be published; the same appliews to major civilian aire
fieldsy

7. Ths planned and completed construction of roads and large bridges insofar
as the publication of such information makes it possible to determine that
such communication facilities are of military importance.

411 the above restrictions applicable to the pnblication of information related
to the Czechoslovak Armed Forces apply to information about the National Security
Police (SNB), vhich, too, are organized on a military basis. '

Ag far as the puhlication of information abou% the acts of military treason, or
about official investigation of or legal proceedings connacted with military
treason, is concerned, it is necessary to adhere to the prineiple tha® only
official releases of the Minlstry of National Dofense or of the Ministry of the
_ interior, or news items approved by ons of the Ministries may be published,
Onece the trial of a case of military treason has baen started - and provided
that the trial is conducted publicly - a roport aboubs the rrocesdings may be
published without an official approval only if it is limited to the names of
the accused, the emmeration of charges as they are formlated by the court or
by the State prosseution, and the judgment of the court. The prokdbition of
publicizing information pertaining to acts of military troason applies parti-
calarly to the time perlod durins which ths offiocial or court investigation
is still in nrogess. All that has been said above im connaction with the Pab-
lieation of information about military treason applies similarly to other crimi-
nal acts against the State (e.g., conspiracy against the Republic, disclosure
of State seorets).

According to the provisions of the Act Concerning the Safaty of the Republie
and the subsequent penal codes (Article 2 of Act No. 140/193/, Codex; Articles
VII and VIII of the Ach. No. 8/1963, Empire Codex) » the following acts constitute
the factual basis of the breach of the law: .

1. Attacks or ineiting againet the independence of its Republic, its unity and
territorial integrity; against its popular democratie regire and its social
and economic gystem; or against the national charactor of the Reyublie guaran-
teed by the Constitution; '

2. The vitupsration of the head of the State, the legislative body, the Cabinet
of Ministers and its individual membera, the Armed Forces, the courts, the
National Committees and organs of ropular government; in addition to verbal
attacks, cosree and indecent cardieaturss belong in this category; factual,
decent eriticiam of the conditions, public offices and persons is, naturally,

adnissible and, indeed, desirable;
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3. The advocating or inciting of national, race, or religious intolorance,
or guppression or limitation of the libsrtiss of the working class which
are guaranteed tyy the Constitution;

L. The expression of approval of criminal acts, particularly those aimed
againet the State; very close to this category of cririnal acts are the
casas of publication of new items taken over from the forsi-n press or
radio broadeagta, or the publication of information about the activities
of foreign or enery groups abroad, when it is apparent that the purpose
of auch reprinted news items is to inform the mublic and not o counter—
aet or dony such reports;

5. The spreading of panicky or untrue reports which could jeopardize the
defensive capacity or security of the State, the military preparadness
of the population, Czechosglovak currency, respect for the public authori-
ties, public order and safety, or create sconomic chaog, or have other
seriously disturbing effects;

6. The mublication of articles about erimin:l acts cormitted azaingt the
State o articles about official or court investigations of criminal
acts of any sort, whenever such rublication could thwart or pender dif-
ficult the auccessful result of such investioations; in casesof this
sort, official releases ought to be awaited or the orinion of a conpatant
security office requested; it is equally prohibited, before the conclu~
slon of a court trial, to publicize opinions about ths strength of the
evidonce material or spaculative statemesnta as to the possible result
of the itrial in such manner as to influsnce the public to anticimte a
certain verdiet; *

7. The publication of information ahout the sessionz of the lesiglative
branch of the Govermment, of the courts, National Committees or organg
of rublic administration if such gssssions had been declared to te confidential;
or the publication of official court documents without the knowledre of
the avpropriate yublic office or court. :

It 13 necessary to avold the publication of information, the diselosure of
which could have a harmful effect uron the good relations of the Czechoslovak
Ropublic with its allies, particularly with the Soviet Union and the other
Slavie countries,

It is inadmissivle to vit.upem'ﬁe, borate, or ridicule the aliied Stateé, their
heads and representatives recosmized ly the Govermnment of the Republie, or their
symbols (flags ete.) even in such cases whore a foreinn publication is quotad.
Correctness attosted hy: For the Cormiasar:

(11legihle signatura) (signed:) Julo Horvath

END OF TRANSLATION
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